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Introduction 

If there is any book in the Bible that is widely debated, it is the book of Genesis. The 
reason for this is that in the question of the origin of the universe, Genesis presents 
an idea that is hard to swallow by many in the scientific community, especially those 
of atheistic and agnostic persuasions. What Genesis teaches about the origin of 
everything is unacceptable to the 21st-century mind which is being bombarded with 
tons of new information each day. 

It is inconceivable that the whole earth could have been made in six days to a 
scientific mind who looks at the world as it stands. Such doubt is a foothold to those 
who hate the idea of a creator to whom we have to pay obeisance. They use this 
doubt to try and disprove the existence of God or try to ease their nagging 
conscience in accusing Genesis and with it all of the Bible, of being a fictional book. 


Title 

The book is called Genesis. The name is from Greek yEvfiaeu)? “geneseos” meaning birth, 
beginning, or origin. This term first appears in the Greek Septuagint in Genesis 2:4 and it 
appears 11 times in the Greek Old Testament. This is taken from the very first word in the 
Hebrew text “Bereshit” which means, “In the Beginning” 


Author and Date 

Since Genesis does not mention in itself who wrote it, several theories have developed over 
the years. The widely accepted author of Genesis is Moses. 

The Message of Genesis 

Genesis is a foundational book and it gives the record of the beginning of all created order, 
both celestial and terrestrial but with much emphasis on the terrestrial. On the onset. 
Genesis tells that God created the heavens and the earth. This book is not interested in 
convincing us whether there is a God or not. It simply assumes that we all know that God 
exists and therefore moves to credit all of creation to Him. 

Furthermore, Genesis shows us that while God created the earth and the people, he 
remained involved with them. He did not create them and then abandon them. We see this in 
these select few verses: 

“And the LORD God called unto Adam, and said unto him, Where art thou?” (Gen 3:9) 
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“And the LORD God said, Behold, the man is become as one of us, to know good and 
evil: and now, lest he put forth his hand, and take also of the tree of life, and eat, and 
live for ever: Therefore the LORD God sent him forth from the garden of Eden, to till 
the ground from whence he was taken.” (Gen 3:22-23) 

“And the LORD said unto Cain, Where is Abel thy brother?...” (Gen 4:9a) 

“Go to, let us go down, and there confound their language, that they may not 
understand one another's speech. So the LORD scattered them abroad from thence 
upon the face of all the earth: and they left off to build the city. Therefore is the name 
of it called Babel; because the LORD did there confound the language of all the earth: 
and from thence did the LORD scatter them abroad upon the face of all the earth.” 

(Gen 11:7-9) 

“And the LORD said. Because the cry of Sodom and Gomorrah is great, and because 
their sin is very grievous; I will go down now, and see whether they have done 
altogether according to the cry of it, which is come unto me; and if not, I will know.” 

(Gen 18:20-21) 

These are a few out of many verses in Genesis where God is involved in the affairs of 
humanity, and we shall see this throughout the Bible. 

Genesis records: 

• The Begining of space, time, and matter 

• Beginning of human beings 

• Beginning of nature 

• Beginning of work 

• First marriage 

• Beginning of sin 

• The first preaching of the gospel 

• First birth 

• The first act of worship 

• First murder 

• First death 

• The first inventors of musical instruments 

• The first metalsmiths and weapon makers 

• First polygamous marriage 

• First promise 

• First global flood 

• The origin of languages 

• The origin of diverse nations 

• The first covenant that God made with man 

• The Beginning of the nation of Israel and other Abrahamic nations 

• The coming of Israel to Egypt 
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The Outline 


First Section(1-11) 

Second (12-50) 

Creation 

The story of 
mankind 

The Patriarchs 

Prehistory (1:1-2:3) 

Creation of human being. 

Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, and Joseph 


the Fall, the Flood, and the 
Nations 
(2:4-11:) 

(11:27-50:26) 

Creation of heaven and the 

CREATION OF HUMAN 

ABRAHAM 

earth. “In the beginning, 

BEINGS 

Family background (11:27 -32) 

God created the heaven 

“These are the generations 

His call (12:1-20) 

and the earth.” (1:1-2) 

of the heavens and the 

Parting with Lot, God shows Him the Land 


earth when they were 

(13:1 -18) 

Day 1: Light (1:3-5) 

created, in the day that the 

Rescues Lot, Meets Melchizedek (14:1 - 24) 


LORD God made the earth 

Believed God, God makes a Covenant to assure 

Day 2: The Sky (1:6-8) 

and the heavens” (2:4) 

Abraham of His promise (15:1-16) 

Day 3: The Seas, Dry 

There was no rain on the 

Sara, Hagar, and Ishmael, Circumcision, 

Land, and 

earth (2:5-6) 

Destruction of Sodom and Gomorrah, and 

Vegetation(1:9-13) 

Creation of the man (2:7) 

Abimelech (16:1 -20:18) 


The Garden of Eden 

Isaac is born, Hagar and Ishamel leaves. Offers 

Day 4: Sun, Moon, and 

(2:8-17) 

Isaac, God’s Promise, Sara dies, Isaac gets a 

Stars (1:14-19) 

Creation of the woman 
(2:18-23) 

Wife, Abraham Dies. (21:1 - 25:18) 

Day 5: Marine life and 

Institution of Marriage 


Birds (1:20 -23) 

(2:24-25) 


Day 6: Land Animals (1:24 

THE FALL OF MAN 

ISAAC 

-25) 

Serpent and the woman 

Jacob and Esau (25:19 -34) 

Human beings (1:26-28) 

(3:1-5) 

The Covenant is confirmed, at Gerar, Abimelech 

Animal diet and human 

Their Sin (3:6 -13) 

(26:1 - 35) 

diet defined) (1:29-30) 

Judgment and the Gospel 


“It was very good” (1:31) 

(3:14-21) 

JACOB 


Right to the tree of life is 

Jacob steals Esau’s blessing, Jacob runs from 

Day 7: God rested from 

forfeited (3:22 -24) 

Esau. (27:1 -28:9) 

His work and blessed the 

Their Offspring (4:1- 5:32) 

Covenant Confirmed at Bethel (28:11-22) 

seventh day and sanctified 


his work, his marriages, his children, and Laban’s 

it. (2:1-4) 

THE FLOOD 

dishonesty in Haran (29:1-31:16) 


The wickedness of man 

His return to the promised land, his name changed 


(6:1-8) 

to Israel, meets Esau, Dina is raped by Shechem 


The end of the world 

(31:17-34:31) 


announced and command 

Covenant Confirmed at Bethel, Reuben’s sin. 


for the ark (6:9-22) 

Isaac dies (35:1-29) 


The boarding of the ark 
and the coming of the flood 

Esau’s (Edom) family (36:1-43) 


(7:1 - 8:12) 

JOSEPH 


Out of the Ark, the 

Joseph and the treachery of his brothers 


Blessing and the Covenant 

(37:1 - 36) 


(8:13-9:17) 

The story of Judah and Tamar (38:1-30) 


Noah Drunkessness and a 

Joseph in Egypt and his imprisonment (39:1 - 


curse (9:18 -29) 

40:23) 

Pharoah’s dream, Joseph’s promotion (41:1 - 57) 


THE NATIONS 

The Famine, Joseph reunites with his family, he 


“Now, these are the 

provides shelter and food for them. (42:1 - 46:31) 


generations of the sons of 
Noah, Shem, Ham, and 
Japheth: and unto them 
were sons born after the 
flood.” (10:1) 

Jacob blesses his sons, Jacob dies (48:1 - 49:33) 
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Japhet’s descendants 
(10:2-5) 

Ham’s descendants 
( 10 : 6 - 20 ) 

Shem’s Descendants 
(10:21-32) 

Tower of Babel (11:1-9) 
Shem’s Descendants 
(11:10 -26) 


Conclusion 


There is much to learn from the book of Genesis. While scientists keep guessing and 
connecting unrelated dots in an attempt to explain the origin of the universe as we know it, 
the Bible is bold to tell us where we come from. We are only to accept it as it lays it down for 

us. “In the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth.” 






